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Jonah Goes To Nineveh (Jonah 3 - 4)
Main Point: We should share God’s grace with others.
Key Verse: I want to complete the work the Lord Jesus has given me. He wants me to give witness to others about the good news of God’s grace. Acts 20:24b
Materials: Paul/Jonah comparison strips (cut apart) and chart
Personal Connection:

· Say: Have you ever felt that you should share the Good News about God’s love with someone, but felt nervous or afraid to do it? Leader, tell about a time when you were nervous or afraid to share the truth of Jesus Christ with someone.

· Say: We can all feel nervous about sharing at times. We may even feel like we don’t want to share God’s word with someone if that person has been mean to us in the past. But our God has forgiven us of our sins and He asks us to tell others about what He has done in our lives. So we have a choice to make. Are we going to listen to God and be obedient, or are we going to act like Jonah and disobey or pout while we obey? Let’s take a look at the life of another man who heard from God and obeyed. 
Hands on Application:
· Say: We just heard the story of Jonah. Now we’ll look at the life of Paul in the New Testament. I am going to read Acts 20:17-24. In this section of the Bible, Paul is talking to his really good friends that live in the city of Ephesus. The city of Ephesus was a really wicked city, but there was a group of people there who believed in the one true God because Paul had come many years before and told them about Jesus. Now Paul is telling his friends that he is about to go on a dangerous journey where he knows he could be killed for telling people about Jesus. Read Acts 20:17-24. 

· Say: Let’s take a look at how Paul and Jonah are alike and how they are different. I want you pull a strip, read it out loud, and place it on the chart in the right place. If the sentence describes just Jonah, put it in the Jonah column. If it describes Paul, put it in the Paul column. If it describes both men, put it in the center column. Leader, lay the strips, face down, on the table and have students take turns pulling a strip and placing it in the correct column on the chart.
Group Discussion:

· Say: Can you think of some times when you’ve acted more like Jonah than like Paul? Or maybe you were brave and acted more like Paul than like Jonah? 

Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray for God to pour out His grace on your students so they will want to tell others about God’s abundant mercy. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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Paul/Jonah comparison strips:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Called by God to tell others the truth about God, 

so that they could have a relationship with Him.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Had to travel a great distance to tell others about God.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Knew that God is a God of mercy, compassion, and grace.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Was persecuted by people for sharing his faith.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Was not persecuted by people for sharing his faith.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Willingly went to where God wanted him to go.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Unwillingly went to where God wanted him to go.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Only wanted to tell his own people about God’s mercy and grace.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Wanted to tell Jewish and non-Jewish people about God’s mercy and grace.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Pouted when God forgave people.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Rejoiced when God forgave people.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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